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The common analytical framework adopted for the ten case-studies that have
been selected, permits a useful comparative analysis of issues, policies and in-
struments in cities with different characteristics.  Based on the comparison of
the institutional conditions, the policies promoted by the different cities and
the capacities of local governments to implement them, the research provides a
tentative set of guidelines for urban policy makers.

I believe that the results achieved by the research and in the book result in a
better understanding of international migration to urban areas.  I am also con-
fident that the guidelines set forth provide very useful insights for future ac-
tions local governments need to take, in developed as well as transitional and
developing economies.
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