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An interdisciplinary symposium of scholars and media-makers exploring the role of moving image
in countering spatial injustices.

Keynotes: Miranda Pennell (Independent, LUX) // Alberto Toscano (Goldsmiths)

As the noted political geographer and urban theorist Edward Soja has suggested, under current
socio-political conditions, “relations of power and discipline are inscribed into the apparently
innocent spatiality of social life... human geographies become filled with politics and ideology.”
Within an epoch structured around the machinations of transnational global capital, authoritarian
state (and supra-state) governance, the birth of an obfuscated neo-colonialism and neoliberalist
political hegemony, how can contemporary moving image practices capture—and, concomitantly,
offer modes of resistance to—the spatial machinations of contemporary power relations?

Several contemporary theorists—from Frederic Jameson and his notion of “cognitive mapping” to
Alberto Toscano and his formulation of mapping the “social totality” —have tried to understand
how aesthetic practices can be employed to expose the semi-discreet, yet interrelated, inner
workings of:

late-capitalism, authoritarian state governance, neo-colonialism, illegal occupation and
internment, natural resource extraction, indigenous displacement and gentrification/urban re-
structuring. These spatial exploitations have devastating effects on peoples and communities.

Moving image practice presents tools for exploring these processes of exploitation and injustice in
new and novel ways. These tools are resources for bearing witness, and bringing into view, the
voices of peoples and communities affected. These media forms may offer significant powers of
spatial visualisation, hitherto neglected in the foregrounding of their temporal properties. The
work of Allan Sekula, James Benning, Ursula Biemann, Patrick Keiller, Susan Schuppli, Jonathan
Perel, (amongst others), testifies to the fecundity of this focus of the moving image.

The aim of this symposium is to further examine how moving image can play a key role in exposing
such spatial injustices and exploitations. Indeed, we contend that such practices have a crucial role
to play in undermining the apparently “seamless” functioning of such spatialised power relations;
helping to throw into sharp relief their fissures, cracks and contradictions. What strategies of
intervention and visualisation have been developed? Which remain underexplored or
underdeveloped? This symposium seeks to bring together an interdisciplinary range of scholars
and media-makers to explore these questions.
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