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On May 3, 2013, the undersigned networks and activists sent an open letter to call for the democratization of the
World Assembly of Inhabitants (WAI). We reiterate our determination to democratize, open and strengthen WAI by
constructing a collective space that supports the struggles and alternatives for the rights to housing, land, and the
city.

To accomplish this task, we wish to share the following information and proposals:

1. WAI website

A dedicated space for the WAI has been hosted on the OpenFSM website since 2008. For the moment, it is
being managed by 4 people (from IAI, HIC, and the FSM webmaster). We propose that the other major networks
(namely No-Vox and the Via Campesina) identify one person to manage that space. Then, we propose to create a
real website for the WAI which would be transparently managed by technicians from each network.

2. WAI mailing list

There is currently a mailing list linked to the OpenFSM site. It is necessary for each network to add their affiliated
activists to this mailing list on http://openfsm.net/projects/amh-wai/lists/amh-wai-discussion (click on
"subscribe address").

On the same OpenFSM site, there is another mailing list managed only by IAI (amh-wai2013@habitants.org). For
the democratization of the WAI, this list must be made public and must be added to the common mailing list.

3. Charter of Principles and Operations of the WAI

We have worked on a preliminary proposal for a Charter of Principles and Operations of the WAI (see hereunder).
It is indispensable to form a working group with participation from all the different networks to work on an initial
collective proposal to be collectively discussed and approved by all of the WAI members.

4. Plan of Action, 2013-2014

We must promote the convergence of our common initiatives and publish them on the site to reinforce our
solidarity.

The following are the dates of upcoming international mobilizations of common interest: October Actions/World
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Habitat Days and World Food Sovereignty Day, October 2013 - Anti-MIPIM (international property event) in
Cannes, March 2014, III Urban Social Forum in Medellin, April 2014.

We await your prompt reply and commitment to continue building these proposals together. By doing so, we will
strengthen the WAI to be able to support the struggles and alternatives for the rights to housing, land, and the
city. Send your comments clicking here or sending an email to amh-wai-discussion@lists.openfsm.net.

Signatories:
AITEC
HIC

La Via Campesina
No-Vox

World Assembly of Inhabitants (WAI)

Proposal to collectively formulate a political and operational Charter of the WAI

During the last ten years, an articulation and convergence has been consolidated between activists, social
movements, inhabitants’ organizations, solidarity associations and international networks that defend the rights to
housing, land and the city.

Today, the challenge is to define the principles, objectives and ways to coordinate that allow us to develop and
support inhabitants’ struggles, as well as to build alternatives for the right to habitat and land.

The undersigned networks invite you to participate in the democratization of the WAI.

A. WAI Principles (elements for the Charter of Principles)

A.1. Common values

e Social justice, equality, solidarity, collective and convergent struggles, and participatory and horizontal
democracy.

e The rights to organize, protest, and expression and to fight against repression and the criminalization of
activists.
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A.2. Claimed rights

Fundamental rights: recognition, protection, and enforcement of the rights to land and natural resources,
food and food sovereignty (including the maintenance and development of family farms), water, housing,
the city, and the right to participation.

Land rights: recognition of the rights to individual and collective use of all inhabitants to land and natural
resources (especially for vulnerable populations).

Habitat rights: respect and implementation of the right to housing, the right to claim the city, and social
production of habitat.

A.3. WAI objectives

The following objectives are proposed for the upcoming meetings:

Share experiences, disseminate information, establish solidarity ties, and organize joint mobilizations.
Increases the visibility of inhabitants’ actions to demand and realize their rights.

Develop a calendar of common, simple, concrete and achievable actions.

Constantly improve the collective and democratic operations of the WAI.

Strengthen alliances with other social movements.

B. Organization of the WAI (Charter of Operations)

B.1. How should the WAI be organized?

Create a Steering Committee, a sort of Executive Board, which could be composed of members who are
elected every two years in the plenary meetings of the WAI. This would ensure that a permanent presence
is maintained of representatives from the founding international networks and of regional representatives.

Ensure a gender and regional balance.

Ensure the Steering Committee maintains a transparent use of financial resources through quarterly
reports.

Validate WAI members at each plenary meeting.

B.2. How can people join the WAI?

Sign and comply with the Charter of Principles and Operations



¢ Invite all organizations and groups who struggle for inhabitants’ rights to be part of the WAI.

e Accept the status of "observer” pending validation of members in the plenary assembly.

B.3. What are the activities of the WAI?
e Propose, prepare and coordinate common actions and debates in international meetings.
¢ Organize and conduct the WAI plenary meetings.
¢ Organize and strengthen international solidarity.
e Create common actions.

¢ Continually build and maintain an independent website with simple and clear messages.

Initial signatories:

AITEC

HIC

La Via Campesina
No-Vox

Agosto 2013

El pasado 3 de mayo, nosotro-a-s, redes y activistas que firmamos este correo electrénico, enviamos una carta
lamando a la democratizacion de la Asamblea Mundial de lo-a-s Habitantes (AMH). Repetimos nuestra
determinacién de democratizar, abrir, y reforzar la AMH para que sea un espacio colectivo de apoyo a las luchas y
a las alternativas por el derecho a la vivienda, a la tierra y a la ciudad.

Con el fin de lograr esta tarea, queremos compartir con ustedes la informacién y propuestas siguientes:

1. La pagina web de la AMH

Desde 2008, existe un espacio de la AMH sobre el sitio del Open FSM. Actualmente estd administrado por 4
personas (AIH, HIC, administrador del sitio web FSM). En una primera etapa se propone que otras redes
(particularmente No-Vox y la Via Campesina) definan una persona encargada de la administracion de la pagina.
Después se propone llevar a cabo un auténtico sitio en internet, gestionado de manera transparente por los
técnicos independientes de cada red.

2. Lista de correos de la AMH

Actualmente existe una lista de correos ligada a la pagina Open FSM. Es necesario que cada red inscriba en esta
lista a sus propios activistas en http://openfsm.net/projects/amh-wai/lists/amh-wai-discussion (pulsar "subscribe
address").
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Existe otra lista de correos administrada por la AIH sobre la lista amh-wai2013@habitants.org. En el marco de la
democratizacion, esta lista debe hacerse publica y unirse a la lista comun.

3. Carta de principios y de funcionamiento de la AMH

Hemos trabajado en una propuesta preliminar de la Carta de principios y de funcionamiento de la AMH (ver texto
abajo). Nos parece indispensable crear un grupo de trabajo con la participacién de diferentes redes para llegar a
una primera propuesta colectiva que luego debera ser discutida y aprobada colectivamente por todos los miembros
de la AMH.

4. Plan de accion 2013 - 2014

Debemos poner en comun todos juntos las diferentes iniciativas en curso, publicarlas en la web con el fin de lograr
convergencia y solidaridad.

Aqui estan las fechas de las siguientes movilizaciones internacionales conjuntas: Acciones de octubre /Jornadas
mundiales del habitat - Jornada mundial de la soberania alimentaria, octubre 2013 - Acciones Anti-MIPIM -
Mercado internacional de profesionales del sector inmobiliario, Cannes, marzo 2014, III Foro Social Urbano -
Medellin, abril 2014.

Esperamos su rapida respuesta y su compromiso para construir juntos estas propuestas con el fin de tener una
Asamblea Mundial de lo-a-s Habitantes capaz de reforzar las luchas y alternativas por el derecho a la tierra, a la
vivienda y a la ciudad. Envienos sur comentarios pulsando aqui o enviendo su correo a amh-wai-
discussion@lists.openfsm.net.

Firmas de lo-a-s activistas:
AITEC

HIC

La Via Campesina

No-Vox

Asamblea Mundial de lo-a-s Habitantes, AMH

Propuesta de un proceso colectivo para formular una Carta politica y de
funcionamiento de la AMH

En el transcurso de los ultimos diez afios, los procesos de articulacién y de convergencia entre activistas,
movimientos sociales, organizaciones de habitantes, asociaciones de solidaridad y redes internacionales que
defienden el derecho a la vivienda, a la ciudad y a la tierra se han consolidado.

Hoy, el reto es avanzar en la definicidon de principios, objetivos, formas de adhesién y de coordinacién que
permitan desarrollar y apoyar las luchas de lo-a-s habitantes y construir alternativas para el derecho al habitat y a
la tierra.

En este sentido, las redes que firman esta propuesta, lo-a-s invitan a participar en este proceso de
democratizacion de la AMH.

A. Principios de la AMH (elementos de la Carta de principios)

A.1l. Valores comunes
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e Justicia social, igualdad, solidaridad, lucha colectiva y convergente, democracia participativa y horizontal.

e Derecho de organizacion y de manifestacién, de expresién y lucha contra la represién y la criminalizacion de
activistas.

A.2. Derechos reivindicados

e Derechos sobre el suelo: reconocimiento de los derechos de uso individual y colectivo de la tierra y de los
recursos naturales de todo-a-s lo-a-s habitantes (en particular de los pueblos en situacion de
vulnerabilidad).

e Derecho al habitat: respeto y aplicacion del derecho a la vivienda, reivindicacion del derecho a la ciudad,
produccion social del habitat.

A.3. Objetivos de la AMH

Se proponen los siguientes objetivos para los proximos encuentros:



