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A greater and greener New York City – the High Line. Photo: 

NYC & Company  
 

New York City renewed: how a world 

icon is looking ahead to 2050  

After New York City’s traumatic experience in 2001, it 

rebuilt and became an even greener and greater city, 

earning itself the 2012 Lee Kuan Yew World City 

Prize.  

 

Now, with emerging technologies and trends such as 

digitalisation creating new opportunities and 

challenges, it is executing an ambitious vision to help 

it adapt and grow sustainably to the year 2050 and 

beyond. Its achievements and plans could point the 

way for other progressive cities. 

Full story »  
 

 

 

Abandoibarra transformed. Photo: Bilbao City Hall  
 

Case study 01: Rejuvenation of 

Abandoibarra waterfront  

‘Case studies’ is a new feature on the Lee Kuan Yew 

World City Prize website, where we examine 

outstanding projects and initiatives of the Prize 

Laureates and Special Mention cities over the years, 

and distil replicable ideas and learning points from 

there.  

 

In this inaugural case study, we take a look at the 

rejuvenation of the Abandoibarra waterfront in Bilbao, 

where the 14-year project saw the dramatic 

transformation of a dilapidated industrial area in the 

city centre into an exciting new mixed-use district 

anchored by the world-renowned Guggenheim 

Museum. 

 Read the case study » 
 

 

 

Sewoon is an example of Seoul’s urban regeneration effort 

carried out in collaboration with residents. Photo: Seoul 

Metropolitan Government  
 

Interview with Hee Seon Jin: Seoulistic 

urban regeneration  

How did Seoul – the 2018 Lee Kuan Yew World City 

Prize Laureate – transit from a period of rapid top-

down urban development into a new era of urban 

regeneration using people-centric approaches, 

creating a city for the citizens by the citizens?  

 

In this exclusive interview, Seoul’s Deputy Mayor of 

Urban Regeneration Hee Seon Jin explains this 

remarkable shift – playfully coined as “Seoulistic 

urban regeneration”, as well as the process involved 

to make this happen. 

Read the interview »  
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Spotlight on Bilbao  
 

Find out how the 

inaugural Prize Laureate 

has moved on and 

reinventing itself yet 

again since winning the 

Prize nearly a decade 

ago.  
 

More »  
   

 

Redesigning cities 

for people  
 

Toronto’s former Chief 

Planner Jennifer 

Keesmaat talks about 

redefining streets to 

create inclusive cities.  
 

More »  
   

 

Design for decline: 

shrinking cities  
 

How do shrinking cities 

save themselves from 

further decline? Read 

this article to find out how 

some cities did it.  
 

More »  
   

 

From business 

district to vibrant 

hub  
 

Discover how area 

management strategies 

helped to revive the 

Marunouchi business 

district in Tokyo.  
 

More »  
   

  

 

About the Prize  

The Lee Kuan Yew 

World City Prize is a 

biennial international 

award that honours 

outstanding 

achievements and 

contributions to the 

creation of liveable, 

vibrant and sustainable 

urban communities 

around the world.  

More info »  

  

 

Publication: Cities in 

Transformation  

This publication includes 

11 inspiring, 

transformative stories of 

exemplary cities and 

communities, such as 

Bilbao and New York 

City, with practical and 

impactful urban 

solutions and ideas that 

can be adapted across 

the world. RRP S$60  

Purchase info »  
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