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Bioethics and Human Rights go hand in hand 

 
Three important meetings on Human Rights and Bioethics will be held during this 
month. From the “Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation” meeting, 7-8 July in 
Paris (France), and the “Right to Enjoy the Benefits of Scientific Progress and its 
Applications”, 16-17 July in Venice (Italy), to the “Meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Bioethics Committee”, 9-10 July in Paris (France). 
 
UNESCO’s Social and Human Sciences and Natural Sciences Sectors, together with the UNESCO 
Centre of the Basque Country will organize an experts’ meeting, in cooperation with the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, on “Access to Water and Sanitation”, from 
7 to 8 July at the International Institute for Educational Planning in Paris (France). 
 
The meeting will analyze the legal, scientific and technical aspects of access to safe drinking water 
and sanitation as a human rights issue. It will also discuss the criteria for identifying good practices 
relating to access to safe drinking water and sanitation. 
 
From 9 to 10 July, the “Sixth Session of the Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee” will take place 
at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris (France). The Committee will examine and further comment on 
the new draft report drawn up by the International Bioethics Committee (IBC) on social responsibility 
and health and the Report of the IBC on human cloning and international governance. 
 
The 3rd experts’ meeting on the “Right to Enjoy the Benefits of Scientific Progress and its 
Applications” will be held from 16 to 17 July in Venice (Italy). The meeting will be organized jointly 
by UNESCO and the European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratization 
(EIUC), in cooperation with the Amsterdam Centre for International Law and the Irish Centre for 
Human Rights. 
 
The meeting will bring together researchers, experts and representatives of UN Specialized 
Agencies in an effort to elucidate the right to enjoy the benefits of science and to facilitate its 
implementation. Experts shall also adopt a final document which will summarize findings on the 
content and obligations regarding this right with a view to assist the Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (CESCR) in the elaboration of a general comment. 
 
Other events related to UNESCO’s Social and Human Sciences programme in July 2009: 
 
• 9 July: Consultation Meeting on the UNESCO Draft Regional Strategy on Youth for Asia and 

the Pacific. Bangkok, Thailand. 
• 11-12 July: 2nd UNESCO Ethics Workshop. Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
• 13-19 July: World Youth Festival. Stuttgart, Germany. 
 
For more detailed information: www.unesco.org/shs/agenda. 
 
Just published: 
 

http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12842&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/fr/ev.php-URL_ID=12842&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/es/ev.php-URL_ID=12842&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://typo38.unesco.org/fileadmin/UNESCO.ORG/PDF/SHS-e-News40_a.pdf
http://www.unesco.ru/rus/articles/2004/ampar30062009151104.php
http://www.unesco.org/shs/e-news
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12748&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12699&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12749&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12749&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unesco.org/shs/agenda


• Migration without Borders wins the silver award 2009 of the Association for Borderland Studies. 
This major publication is also available in French, Spanish and Russian [PDF, 1.71 Mb]. The 
Chinese version is forthcoming.  

• UNESCO: la Déclaration universelle sur la bioéthique et les droits de l'homme: histoire, principes et 
application. Also available in English.  

• Pratiques émancipatrices : actualités de Paulo Freire (UNESCO/SHS - sponsored publication) 
• Coalition des villes arabes contre le racisme, la discrimination, la xénophobie et l'intolérance [PDF, 539 

Kb]. Also available in Arabic [PDF, 344 Kb] 
• Sport for Development and Peace: Proceedings of the Kingston International Congress [PDF, 516 Kb] 
• Sport for Development and Peace: Proceedings of the Zanzibar Ministerial Round Table [PDF, 551 Kb] 
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