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2016 BJS Annual Public 
Lecture Interview and Debate 
Article 
 
Sociology of WE Du Bois: why Du Bois is the 
founder of American scientific sociology 
 
Professor Nigel Dodd, Editor-in-Chief of The 
BJS, interviews Professor Aldon Morris of 
Northwestern University on the 2016 BJS 
Annual Public Lecture. 

  

  

    
 

In his lecture Aldon Morris discussed evidence from his book, The Scholar Denied, 
showing Du Bois, an influential 20th century black scholar, was the founding father of 
modern scientific sociology. 

  

  
W. E. B. Du Bois at the center:  

from science, civil rights movement, to Black Lives Matter  
Aldon Morris  

  
Comments 

  

 

Redemption story: was W. E. 
B. Du Bois a founder of 
modern sociology?  
Walter R. Allen 

W. E. B. Du Bois and Robert 
Park  
Martin Bulmer 

“Let the ears of the guilty 
people tingle with truth”: W. E. 
B. Du Bois as an original 
sociologist  
Les Back 

 

The road not taken: the fate 
of W. E. B. Du Bois's science 
of society  
Michael Seltzer 

Academic apartheid and the 
poverty of theory: the impact of 
scholarly segregation on the 
development of sociology in the 
United States  
Michael Schwartz 

Reply to the commentators 
Aldon Morris 
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Strangers in Their Own Land: 
Anger and Mourning on the 
American Right – By A.R. 
Hochschild  
Rebecca Elliott 

A case of internal colonialism? 
Arlie Hochschild's Strangers in 
Their Own Land 
Raka Ray 

Listening to Louisiana: what 
“climbing the empathy wall” can 
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Paul Pierson 

  
 

An unmoving wall or a shifting 
one? The American right's 
deep emotional politics and its 
emaciated counterpart  
Cihan Tuğal 

  
  

About The BJS Annual Public Lectures 

  
Annual Public Lectures provide a platform for leading sociologists to set out their own 
vision of the most significant questions and debates in their own area of the discipline. It is 
in this spirit that the lecture and responses to it are made available to download for free. 
Past speakers include Ulrich Beck, Judith Butler, Bruno Latour, Todd Gitlin, John Hagan, 
Troy Duster and Richard Swedberg. 
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