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May 2018 | Special feature on Seoul’s innovative urban regeneration
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lush sky garden © Seoul Metropolitan Government

Seoul in pictures |I: development
without demolition

Having faced challenges in Seoul’s redevelopment
projects as a result of an increasingly vocal public with a
greater interest in their city’s urban development, the
city devised creative ways to meet the people’s needs
while still achieving the city’s vision.

One of these is the creative repurposing of dilapidated
urban infrastructure, which the city termed as
“development without demolition”. In this photo essay,
we look at some of these innovative projects that
conserve modern heritage while preserving collective
memories.

Photo essay »

Seoullo 7017 converted the former Seoul Station Overpass into a

Mapo Culture Depot transformed the disused oil tank facility into
a new arts and culture venue © Seoul Metropolitan Government

Seoul rejuvenated: creating a
people-first city

From converting a vehicle overpass into a sky garden to
reviving a waterway that had been paved over for the
construction of a highway, the city of Seoul in South
Korea has been reclaiming public spaces to build a
better and more sustainable city for its citizens.

These efforts, as well as its innovativeness in
rejuvenating deteriorating neighbourhoods, helped the
city win the 2018 Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize. Read on
to find out how Seoul has created for itself a people-first
city.

Read the story »
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You may have missed the following:

Power to the people

A look at innovative citizen

engagement initiatives that
helped transformed Seoul

into a vibrant and socially-

inclusive city.

Former Mayor of Medellin Anibal Gaviria presenting at the Lee
Kuan Yew World City Prize Lecture in 2016

Seoul in pictures

A photo essay on Seoul’s
series of catalytic
projects that propelled a
new era in the city’s
urban development.

Join us at World Cities Summit 2018
in Singapore

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize Lecture is a key
highlight event of the World Cities Summit 2018, and a
platform where the 2018 Prize Laureate - Seoul, will be
sharing its achievements and experience in the creation
of liveable, vibrant, and sustainable urban communities
with a high quality of life.

Other key Prize events at the Summit include the Lee
Kuan Yew World City Prize Forum, where the 2018
Special Mentions - Hamburg, Kazan, Surabaya, and
Tokyo - will be sharing their unique urban initiatives, and
the Lee Kuan Yew Prize Award Ceremony, a gala dinner
to celebrate the achievements of the Prize Laureate.

Join us at these events by registering at the World Cities
Summit website today.

Register today »

Beat the heat: how
cities are keeping cool
This article looks at how
cities are implementing
sustainable cooling
projects to tackle rising
temperatures.

Designing cities for
mental well-being

A well-designed city can
not only foster closer
social bonds and create a
more resilient populace
but also boost creativity
and productivity.

More »
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About the Prize

The Lee Kuan Yew World
City Prize is a biennial
international award that
honours outstanding
achievements and
contributions to the
creation of liveable, vibrant
and sustainable urban
communities around the
world.
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Publication: Cities
in Transformation

This publication includes 11
inspiring, transformative
stories of exemplary cities
and communities, such as
Bilbao and New York City,
with practical and impactful
urban solutions and ideas
that can be adapted across
the world. RRP 5540

Purchase info »
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