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May 2019 | Special feature on shrinking cities and how to save them  

Final call for nominations: Stage A and B will close on 31 May 2019. Nominate your city now!  
 

 

 

Final call for nominations  

This is the final call for the Stage A and B 

nominations for the Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize 

2020. Interested cities must first complete Stage A 

nominations before proceeding to Stage B.  

 

Stage A and B closing date 

31 May 2019, 6pm +8 GMT 

 

The closing dates are final and will not be further 

extended. We look forward to receiving nominations 

for your cities!  

Nominate now »  
 

 

 

The city of Toyama in Japan. Photo: Sean Pavone©123rf.com  
 

Design for decline: how shrinking 

cities are saving themselves  

In several countries across the world, the woes of 

urbanisation are going hand-in-hand with a much 

less documented challenge: the problem of cities 

shrinking due to low fertility rates, sunset industries 

and resource depletion.  

 

To combat issues such as hollowed-out 

neighbourhoods and excessive infrastructure that is 

too expensive to maintain, cities are relocating 

residents, downsizing their environs, pivoting to 

sunrise industries and trying other strategies.  

 Full story » 
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Workers and visitors enjoying Marunouchi Naka-dori Avenue © 

OMY Area Management Association  
 

Tokyo’s CBD: from business district to 

vibrant hub  

In the last 20 years, the Otemachi-Marunouchi-

Yurakucho (OMY) district in Tokyo, a prime business 

area, has transformed from a suit-and-tie office 

environment into a vibrant and lively hub that attracts 

people even during the weekends.  

 

Dr Miki Yasui, Vice-Chair of the Japan Area 

Management Network and Hiroaki Fujii from 

Mitsubishi Estate leading the OMY Area 

Management Association reflect on lessons learnt in 

the transformation of OMY district and how other 

areas in Japan are also catching on.  

Read more »  
 

 

You may have missed the following:  

 

Fighting natural 

disasters using AI  
 

With climate change set 

to unleash ever more 

unnatural weather and 

natural disasters, more 

cities are turning to AI.   
 

More »  
   

 

Interview with Daria 

Sannikova   
 

Watch this interview to 

find out how Kazan 

turned itself around using 

sports, health and 

diversity strategies.  
 

More »  
   

 

The changing face of 

transportation  
 

How cities are reshaping 

their transportation 

systems to favour 

walking, cycling and 

public transit over private 

cars.  
 

More »  
   

 

Interview with Junko 

Inokuma  
 

What are the challenges 

that megacity Tokyo 

faces? Find out in this 

exclusive interview.  
 

More »  
   

  

 

About the Prize  

The Lee Kuan Yew 

World City Prize is a 

biennial international 

award that honours 

outstanding 

achievements and 

contributions to the 

creation of liveable, 

vibrant and sustainable 

urban communities 

around the world.  

More info »  

  

 

Publication: Cities in 

Transformation  

This publication includes 

11 inspiring, 

transformative stories of 

exemplary cities and 

communities, such as 

Bilbao and New York 

City, with practical and 

impactful urban 

solutions and ideas that 

can be adapted across 

the world. RRP S$60  

Purchase info »  
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