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The book walks the reader behind the closed doors of 
working homes that make the fabric, both social and 
economic, of most cities. It applies a visual methodology 
to reveal their "space-use intensity" and quantify the extent 
to which houses in informal settlements fill their inner pores 
with economic activity and community services. The 
research also revisits urban formalization policies Latin 
America and Africa, to uncover a fallacious politics of 
recognition. It ultimately argues for a recognition 
continuum: an approach to urban informality that is more 
practical and fairer.
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