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 On July 20, 2011, the United Nations declared a famine in Somalia.  Although a major crisis had been predicted in the Horn of Africa for 

nearly a year, it took the Declaration to mobilize a large-scale response. 2011 was the first time that a famine was declared in real time 

in accordance with an agreed set of criteria and on the basis of assessment data. Given constraints of access, major humanitarian 

agencies were not able to respond in the usual ways—which complicated the crisis and therefore demanded innovative responses. 

 This special issue of Global Food Security analyzes the background and multiple causes of the crisis, the early warning and Declaration, 

and the major constraints to access.  Then it analyzes the response, and notes major lessons learned for future prevention, mitigation 

and response to famine. It is intended for policy makers, practitioners, researchers and teachers. 

 The special edition is now online at Global Food Security.  The journal has graciously agreed to allow access to the site for this special 

issue at the following web address:  

 http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22119124/1 

 Please feel free to access this resource without charge at this website, and please feel free to circulate this information more widely. 

  The individual articles in the special issue include:  

 Daniel Maxwell, Nicholas Haan, Kirsten Gelsdorf and David Dawe. “The 2011-12 Famine in Somalia:  Introduction to the Special Edition.” 

Daniel Maxwell and Merry Fitzpatrick. “The 2011 Somalia Famine: Context, Causes, and Complications.” 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22119124/1


Peter Salama, Grainne Moloney, Oleg Bilukha, Leisel Talley, Daniel Maxwell, Peter Hailey, Christopher Hillbruner, LouiseMasese-Mwirigi, 
Elijah Odundo, and Michael H Golden. “Famine in Somalia: Evidence for a Declaration and Implications for the Humanitarian 
Response.” 

Christopher Hillbruner and Grainne Moloney. “When Early Warning is not Enough: Lessons Learned from the 2011 Somalia Famine.” 

Ken Menkhaus. “No Access: Critical Bottlenecks in the 2011 Somali Famine.” 

Nisar Majid and Stephen McDowell. “Hidden Dimensions of the Somalia Famine.” 

Sue Lautze, Luca Alinovi, Luca Russo, and Winnie Bell. “Early Warning, Late Response (Again): A Livelihoods Approach to the 2011 
Famine in Somalia.” 

Christina Hobbs, Brian Bogart and Mark Gordon. “When Business is Not as Usual: Decision-making and the Humanitarian Response to 
the Famine in South Central Somalia.” 

Degan Ali and Kirsten Gelsdorf. “Risk-Averse to Risk-Willing: Learning from the 2011 Somalia Cash Response.” 

Erin McCloskey Rebelo, Marc André Prost, Simon Renk, Shalini Guduri, and Peter Hailey.  “Nutritional Response to the 2011 Famine in 
Somalia.” 

Nicholas Haan, Stephen Devereux and Daniel Maxwell. “Global Implications for Famine Prevention, Mitigation and Response.” 
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