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Lisbon is being ravaged by an unprecedented housing crisis. The exponential increase of prices, the
combined outcome of the financialisation of housing and the lack of continued investment of public
policies, means that every Portuguese person is, or knows someone who is, affected by the crisis.
There is a restless public debate, but little has been told about the buildings that will give shape to the
political strategies that are being conceived and implemented. Which city do we wish to build to face

the problem? What can be the role of architecture in this context?

Liping in Lishon concisely presents the conjecture and possibilities of action to think about the
building of the city. The book includes an overview of the most charismatic architectures resulting

from public housing policies that have been built in Lisbon over the course of 50 years of
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democracy, describes the main projects that are currently on the table, presents analytical visions of
the present situation and freely envisions plans for the future in the form of dialogue, essay or

manifesto.
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LIVING IN

Portas had, since 1967, been comstrecting at

PINK PANTHER, 1972-1979

the theceetical level in the journal
e published dorens of articles focusing on
the production of housing in Sovthera Eurepe,
particularty in Spain and Italy, coustries that, in
the post-war pericd, scught 10 re-found modern
architecture theowgh an organicist realise, Those
formylations wore also being approached within
Team X, or at the Iberian scale in the Peguedos
Congresos orpanised by Ovicl Bohigas and
Carlos do Miguel that, from 1967 onwards, had
Nuno Portas as their intertocutor in Portugal.
The major operations of housing promotion were
o0 the agenda of debate, namaly the INA-Casa
programme in Italy, the macond phase of Now
Towns in England, and the Towouse-Le Mrall
operation in France.

1n 1969, Portas also joined the regorting
committee of the Seminas on Politics and Mousing,
peomated by the Ministry of Public Works, whose
cocedination was led by Inicio Peres

I the context of the Fundo de Fomento da
Premoticn

Reds Cabrita designed a howsing complex for
the N2 area of the Chelas Urbanisation Plan.
While the plan, Sitva
Dias, e
and pedestrians, the project of these young
architocts favoured & return 1o the typolegy of
the street and public square. Their desire was
10 realise a large-scale building (for around
2500 residents housed In 302 flats) that valued
the quality of its public space and its pathways
— with circulation through elevators and
stairs, but also theough extensive galierios and
that -

Tho roport roflects the conscience of howsing's
contnbuton to the coustry's social developmont,
and its alignment with land policy and financing.
An analysis of the ceganic structure of the pubkc
secton was dso revisited, identitying the lack
of a specialised structure to face the existieg
peoblems. For the first time, the “concest of
the right 10 housing” was put forward, 1o be
guaranteed by the “community, under the
responsibility of the state” This framework was
presant at the osttveak of the 1974 Revolution,
and lald the foundaticns for the actions that
were trigpered throughout the housing sector,
anticipating the postulates that, i Y976, were
incluged in Article 65 of Pertugal’s Constitution of
the Republic.

The essential istue that emerges from the
regort, however, correspends 10 the need
for combined action botween the physcal
and econsmic pianning sectors, considered
crucial for the study of housing problems. From
this premise, 3 broad poitical field of socior
economic development was istroduced, capabie
of conducting csherent and complomentary
acticos. The phasing of this policy began with
the city-regien wait, a3 the berritoriad scepe to
Bo contidored, with management of mobility and
the transport network a decisive piliar in the
strecture of urban and regional srganisation.
n the economio ield, there was a gerception
that interactions within the preductive sector
of construction would eventually transiate
into an equiliteiom in the circulation of cagital
and the movement of the domestic market,

Baradige for collective housing models. MS

(Bothem) Technical drawings, 1972-1979.
China ink and pencil on tracing.
{next page, 1) Photograchy by Dasiel Malhdo, 2015
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tyening housing in a durabile asset rather than

2 productive investment, and, as such, not
significantly affecting the “balance of payments”.
This consciidated the idea of creating a national
fund capable of the of the

QUINTA DO ALTO, 19751982
MANUEL MAGALHAES

In the context of the SAAL {Sevvigo de

Apoio Loca) [Local

construction industry in the field of hosing, and
coordinating the actions of the state in this area.

Support Service) — a programme of house
Bbuilding to address the uegent housing noods

The institution of the Housing
Fund (FFH) in May 1969 gave consistency to this
intention, consalidating all the responsibisties
of the Ministry of Public Works in torms of
howsing. This new organism bad as its mission
the resalution of the housing issue, especially for
the classes not benefiting from currest housing
pensicn funds. In the Lisbon area, its activns
had impact on the promation of operations of

in Portugal —

Masuel Magaihdes led the tochnical brigade
that designed a complex of 162 dwellings In
response to the demands of the residents
of Quinta do Alto, on the edge of Balrro de.
Alvalade. The reuse of tunnel formwerk

during of
Penta (a project designed by Manuel Magathkes
‘with Frederico George) required a number of

proat di jon, such a3 the Plans. to arrive at a first project, but

for Almada-Monte da Caparica, Zambujal and ‘enabled lower costs and, above all, faster
Setébal, and the building of rcluded Thanks to the of the
in the Chelas Urbanisation Plan. Takeo together,  building process, the speed of

1hese operations created a ring expanding the ‘weas such that work only began in

metropoitan area, defining a polycentric frame
that was axpocted 1o be able to accommodate the
reglon’s increase in popufation and redefine mew
bowurdaries for the urban area.

While architects planned and bulit the new
complexes, thay also accumulated a sense of
seii-refiection regarding the ongoing production.
In projects such as the Bakero Branco in Almada,
by Bartolomeu Costa Cateal and Mauricio de
Vasconcelos, the Alto do Zambejal, by Vitor
Figueireda, Cabral de Melio and Jorpe G, oe
the Bairro da Bola Vista in Setibal, by Charters
Monteiro and José Sousa Martins, there existed
the intestion to work with the codes of the
canonical city, recuperating the typoiogical models
of the stroet, the Block and the sguare. The same
haggened in Chelas in the Pink Panther complex,
designed by Gongalo Byrme and Antdnio Rels
Cabrita, integrating at its origin on the one hand,
fundamental eloments theorised by Aldo Rossi in
LArchitertura defia citts, treated in accordance
with an anaiogic process, and on the other hand,
revealing the inspiration of the Siediungs, studied,
for axample, by Tafuri in Vienns Rossa,

Immediately after the revolution of 26th Aprd
1974, thess ideas wore sublimated into the
contingency of programme of the SAAL (Servivo
o Apoio Ambutatdeio Localflecal Ambulatory
Support Service), an instrument that aowed the
production of public housing 1o be kept active in
the revelutionary period, through the invelvement
of the communitios that were to be rehoused. This
programme, developed in the context of the first
theee of the

{feoter) Photomontae, 1975-1982
(top) Distridution galiaries, 1982,
© Antéeio da Siva Damdsio Archive.

Handing over the keys 1o the residents, 1082. © INH

(next page, centre) Technical drawings, 1978, China
ink and pencd on tracing paper,

foemal “austerity” and emerged as

the peasitie way cut, for a eritical
of aschitectural peoducticn, based on 3

cortain demarcation from the arthodory of the
modem movement. This tesdency, “tinged with
romanticism™ in the work of Alvaro Siza, would
B, acconding %o Byme, suggorted by a critical
manigudation of the discourse of composition, o
i & nen-dunctionalist sense, a3 expressed in the
architecture of Vitor Figueiredo for example, in 2
search for superflucus space withis the rigidity
of the reguiated areas of housing programmas.
For their pragmatic dimension and

municipal bousiag for the middle class, as a way
to mitigate the parverse effects of real estate
The

clanty, “plain™ Mannerism and the Pombakne
Enlightenmant served as a referential dasis for
the “new ) thus ing both the

a

laboratory for Nuno Portas to expariment with

his research on matrices of land
Tow rise,

idea of & ron-historiciat relation with the past as
well &3 the conviction that the madern project lay
unfinished. This thecretical framowork eventually
spread far beyond the housing programemes,
Becoming the bask discourse and concept of
archtectural detate formulated in Portugal in the
democrata: period.

The Democratio Years

Once the teoubled yoars of the revoluticnary
PrOcess werg over, the public Aousing promoticn
programmaes wore relasnched in Lisbon, from
the 1805 o, The construction of housing for
the middie class and the young population was
also intensifiod at that moment theaugh the
EPUL (Emprosa Publics de Urbanizagho de
Lisdoa/Public Company for the Urbanisation

of Litton), that had been created in 1971 to aid
musicipal acticn through mechanisms of buvness
managemeat in the study and execution of wrban
development projocts. The action of the EPUL

Visira do Almeida in 1974, whose intention was
10 estabish wban contisuity with the old core of
that neighbourhosd, located on the then sorthern
@dge of the city. Through pedestrian soutes,
typologes of biocks and structires of fackties
and commerce insarted in the uban fabric,
several typological
experiments, with a recurrent use of galieries 10
access Swelings in articulation with the design
of public space. (4] It was also Becugh EPUL, in
the 19803, that the blocks planned i the Restelo
Datadod Pian were buit, folowing a Ngh-densty,
Tow-rise soletion desipaed by Nuso Teotoni
Peceira’s Rua da Alegria studto, lvolving Nuno
Portas, Podeo Boteiho and Jodo Pacidecia. In the
Pk Block in particular it wis possible 10 test

which advecated for a city dense ensugh to
avold the pressures of suburban expansion,
whilst offering a sease of individual identity to
rosidents and the Integration of public spaces.
This block |5, ultimately, an exercise critical
towards Ngh-rise heasing. MS

(2] Nuno Teotdaio Persira, Nuno Portas, Jolo Packincia, Gongals Ribeirs Telios. Plans de Permence
@a Zona do Restelo. Housing blocks. India ink on tracing pager. Nuro Teolénio Parera estate. © DGPC/
SIPA (bottom) LA%¢ 8A, £ast elevation and plans. India lok on tracing paper. Nuno Teotdnio Pereira estate.

e A
(previous page) Photos by irene Buarque, 1988, Nuno Teotdrio Pereira estate. © DGPC/SIPA
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TILE ORO2, Bairro da GNR. Vale Formaso de Clma
Inds Lobo

COMPETITION DAYE 2020

'GROSS FLOOR AREA 23.600 m2 (17.500 m2 Habitaglo)

NUMBER OF DWELLINGS 155

BUILDING COST 3116971421 €
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The Order of Landscape /
Jodo Gomes da Silva

The Order of Landscape presents a powerful
insight into the work of a forefront figure in
contemporary landscape architecture, Joao
Gomes da Silva. Through an extensive
duotone photo essay by Joao Carmo Simdes,
a collection of texts and a set of plans, the

book unveils this seminal body of work.

ORDER

FEP / Viana de Lima

A groundbreaking work of modernity in
Porto, the FEP faculty building is a hidden
architectural masterpiece, designed by Alfredo
Viana de Lima in the 1960s. Through
photographs especially taken by Jodo Carmo
Simées and edited drawings, this book shows
why the project has been, a silent reference

for generations of Portuguese architects.

ORDER

Designed Future / Paulo
Mendes da Rocha

As the most complete collection of essays,
interviews and lectures, this book is an in-
depth view of the journey and particular
thinking of one of the most contemporary
architects, the Brazilian modern master, Paulo

Mendes da Rocha (1928-2021).

ORDER
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Imagining the Evident /
Alvaro Siza

The referential book by Alvaro Siza on his
own work, for the first time in English.
Describing some of his projects, his
expectations and struggles, references and
decisions, this book is a fundamental
contribution to the understanding of Alvaro

Siza’s architectural thinking.

ORDER

A Dangerous Game /
Alvaro Siza

Silkscreen by Alvaro Siza

Signed and Numbered by the Author

Limited Edition of 50

There is a game in which the player places an open
palm and splayed fingers on a table, then, using a
penknife, stabs back and forth between the gaps, Jaster

and faster. A dangerons game. Such is Architecture.

Paper size: 470 x 390 mm / Image size: 290 x
210 mm

Signed and numbered in front.

Silkscreen 2 colours, Fabriano Acid-free paper

300 gms

ORDER

The Order of Landscape /
Special Edition

Special Edition, Signed and numbered

Linen cover

Beginning in 1987, with Alvaro Siza in the
Malagueira plan, Gomes da Silva’s career has
decisively marked Portuguese contemporary
architecture. From Serralves Museum Garden
to Madeira’s Seafront Promenade and
Lisbon's riverfront, his particular conception
of new grounds proposes a formality without
formalisms and a naturalness

without naturalisms.
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