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Research on eco-architecture
the topic of new WIT Press book

We would like to bring to your attention a new book that will be of interest to readers who are interested in sustainable
architecture. The book contains research presented at the fifth conference on eco-architecture organized by the
Wessex Institute.

Readers of R N | U may be especially interested in the book because it contains the following contributions from
Mexican researchers:

Passive house for a desert climate
I. Marincic, J. M. Ochoa & M. G. Alpuche, University of Sonora, Mexico

Bioclimatic building regulations for warm-dry climates

J. M. Ochoa?, A. Duarte?, I. Marincict, A. Gomez? & A. Figueroa®
1Department of Architecture and Design, University of Sonora, Mexico
2University of Colima, Mexico

SAutonomous Metropolitan University, Mexico

Music for everyone: “building the space where the differences co-exist”
B. E. Avila-Haro?, J. A. Avila-Haro? & J. A. Avila®
IFaculty of Architecture, National University of Mexico (UNAM), Mexico
2RMEE Technical University of Catalonia, Spain
SInstitute of Engineering, National University of Mexico (UNAM), Mexico

| have attached cover art. If you would like more information on the book, please let us know.

Eco-Architecture V:
Harmonisation between Architecture and Nature
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This book contains papers presented at the fifth International Conference on Harmonisation between Architecture and Nature (Eco-
Architecture 2014). The latest in a series organized by the Wessex Institute, the Conference was held in association with the University of
Siena, and, in particular, with the Ecodynamics Group, originated by the late Professor Enzo Tiezzi.

A few years ago, Enzo Tiezzi, then Professor at the University of Siena, asked his students “What do you think the most sustainable
building is?” There were many possible answers to this question. One could easily cite hundreds of prime examples from contemporary
architecture: envelopes that adapt to sunlight, natural materials that substitute for cement and petroleum derivatives, shapes that follow
the direction of the wind for passive ventilation and cooling, systems that heat buildings using the heat of the earth, home automation
systems, technologies that adapt to any weather variation. These are all effective components of modern eco-architecture. After listening
to this series of answers, Enzo revealed his own solution to his question: “The most sustainable building is the one that already exists.”
The most sustainable architecture is the result of an evolution, a progressive adaptation of structures to environments and adjustments to
new needs. The sustainable city is not a city full of new buildings, but rather the same city of the past, repaired, renovated, modified in
order to be lived in as fully today as it was in the past. “Starting from what already exists” is the premise that should inspire research,
policies and the building industry in the future.

Enzo’s answer, in its simplicity, encompasses the objective of the Conference and, therefore, of the papers in this book, i.e. that the
design process should aim for optimum solutions evolving through the adaptation of architecture to its natural environment, learning from
nature and long time honored traditional constructions.

The contents of the book demonstrate the interest in the topic of Eco-Architecture shown by different practitioners. Eco-Architecture is, by
definition, a multi-disciplinary field, attracting professionals from a variety of fields, in addition to architecture. The authors of the papers in
this book are engineers, planners, physical scientists, sociologists and economists, as well as architects, all of them showing their
expertise towards developing an architecture better suited to the future of humankind.

Eco-Architecture V: Harmonisation between Architecture and Nature is Volume 142 in the WIT Transactions on The Built
Environment. Abstracts and Open Access papers (free) and full text ($30 per paper) of individual papers in the book are available through
the electronic edition of the Transactions at http://witpress.com/elibrary.
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Click Here for More Information
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Dee Halzack Simon Ibbotson

WIT Press USA WIT Press UK

Marketing Manager Marketing Co-ordinator

Tel: (1) 978 667 5841 Tel: +44 (0)238 029 3223

Fax: (1) 978 667 7582 Fax: +44 (0)238 029 2853
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eBooks are available from these eBook vendors:

If new book announcements should be sent to someone else at your publication or your publication does not carry new book
announcements or book reviews, please email: marketingUSA@witpress.com.
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