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Territories are produced when people struggle over practices, meanings and tenures of urban space. As such, territory is both the site 

and stake of everyday social struggle. Amidst contestations over urban space on a global scale, and in the wake of comparative 

perspectives in urban research (Robinson 2016), it seems particularly promising to re-think established conceptual and methodological 

approaches. Taking the Latin American debate on de- and re-territorialization (Santos 1994 and 2000, Echeverría & Rincón 2000, 

Zibechi 2012, amongst others) as a starting point, this session is interested in putting a broad range of perspectives into conversation 

over a decolonized concept of territory. Shifting the attention from state strategies to the urban scale (Schwarz & Streule forthcoming), 

it will explore the social production of territory, with a special emphasis on socio-territorial movements.  

  

The session will focus on the following questions: To what extent can the analytical concept of territory be of value for decentering 

urban studies? How does it nourish and complement an analysis of the social production of space? In this context, contributions should 

seek to adopt a critical perspective on territory, reflecting on power relations in the production of both knowledge and urban space. We 

particularly welcome contributions that position themselves in the theoretical debate between established notions of territory and 

decentralized approaches and also draw upon empirical research. 

  

If you are interested in contributing to this session, please send a presentation title and an abstract of 250 words to both Monika Streule 

(streule@arch.ethz.ch) and Anke Schwarz (schwarz.anke@gmail.com) by October 23, 2016.  

  

Decisions will be communicated by October 25, 2016. Please note that upon acceptance by the session organizers you will need to 

complete your registration for AAG 2017 and abstract submission through the AAG’s website by October 27, 2016. 
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