
 

 

 

Please join us for 

Cities and Economic 

Inequality in Latin America 

This book examines trends and determinants of economic 

inequality in cities in Latin America, the world’s most 

unequal region. It explores how the gap between the 

haves and the have nots manifests in every part of urban 

life – from housing to schooling to employment. It asks 

https://u11857852.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=XjtGvWxzvK9voqgCCVJL1tEI3cafkuWVVHZSbO1zA-2B7xFbMFZ33rHOangkROfvLcmsk5efiRN1FjXQ-2Bvp7hEhXl9UWuHAo9twkP08g4z6jGh0lRO89T88j-2BSx65PFoZVMxNPgOOmkwNhFP2et-2FVVwYwsR-2BlUfFhsfNAnQCsP29SoPswybcRa-2FIoMCmje9-2BvWdDklDCJESPakO8J99Rtl9mN-2Fwo-2BMq7w4KM-2Fb2xY2TopReDQX0OYi77HbgIkBrCJZV4LCJTiumMTPDJsPhC1wb9129Y8A8WGcwmsvYoNi48UXqukGg-2FA332QZoPT92XJ53OrBdWHQgapaOzKzbs50pQ-3D-3DNJXG_1KYICdTZg6khdsTP0ru3v9UdqICsFeNNwVHjd243qAchkR1Bhn53gRp-2FX0tqoiMmstk9wyk-2FhF6TinT-2BCIvW-2FnIP4Loh-2BnlIJrKQEqjx2bSvJRF-2FVTn2rKV2Svple3dZbqS4ykCGQMYD1VBjKZq1WCzOV-2BwoK2RtLCHlBodi2jgjda5gNhajYPzYWxCE0a02l-2Ftbp3ScUVeO4N4HhCyQN7Ql2O0rLuj2nwcPzfd2U3BBZDD19SeDROwIPcMvQJQ-2FYoIbdpI23wrqCimImWh2V5SVodIFnXQTEKbnORL46DpaRVKI5CAR4J-2F39Zy8Ub-2Bb
https://u11857852.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=XjtGvWxzvK9voqgCCVJL1tEI3cafkuWVVHZSbO1zA-2B7xFbMFZ33rHOangkROfvLcmsk5efiRN1FjXQ-2Bvp7hEhXl9UWuHAo9twkP08g4z6jGh0lRO89T88j-2BSx65PFoZVMxNPgOOmkwNhFP2et-2FVVwYwsR-2BlUfFhsfNAnQCsP29SoPswybcRa-2FIoMCmje9-2BvWdDklDCJESPakO8J99Rtl9mN-2Fwo-2BMq7w4KM-2Fb2xY2TopReDQX0OYi77HbgIkBrCJZV4LCJTiumMTPDJsPhC1wb9129Y8A8WGcwmsvYoNi48UXqukGg-2FA332QZoPT92XJ53OrBdWHQgapaOzKzbs50pQ-3D-3D_2jf_1KYICdTZg6khdsTP0ru3v9UdqICsFeNNwVHjd243qAchkR1Bhn53gRp-2FX0tqoiMmstk9wyk-2FhF6TinT-2BCIvW-2FnIP4Loh-2BnlIJrKQEqjx2bTMxfK5fz-2FPN-2Fhl5U9ZZJUNX16o11jTXMU3a4-2BmYlonyiuABXxhNDOyscGEdHB2QMDc2MRKBCv2VQ-2FaOAOUfsNV5vcuXVba9A-2FsNLiRtezOlPcYW3C4J8trNWTWzoBesTA-2BxS13pPtuX-2BTO4Pu-2BFeHsGGLUOP9sFzfIkISrPWRAM-2F3qpYv3UROUTZURyzTBobSzJAcsazBBePeUfDvGe-2FsJ


why some cities have higher inequality than others and 

what we can learn from these differences as we push 

back against inequality. 

 

The book starts with reviewing the policies and forces that 

explain the rise and fall of inequality in Latin America 

since the 1990s and why progress in reducing inequality 

has stalled. It then focuses on Argentina’s cities and 

applies a set of quantitative tools to identify inequality 

determinants. It finds that intra-urban inequality generally 

mirrors national-level trends, but local idiosyncrasies 

related to a city’s labor market, informal employment, and 

social protection systems matter. The book discusses the 

pitfalls of privatizing public services that turned access to 

water in metropolitan Buenos Aires more unequal. It 

explores the promises and unintended consequences of 

slum upgrading initiatives in Buenos Aires’ Villa 20. 

 

The book presents lessons that can inform policies and 

practices in the region and beyond. Developing a strategy 

against inequality that incorporates local features and 

resists the temptation to rely on the "free market" for 

solutions to urban problems offers a powerful opportunity. 

Drawing from the field of economics and social and urban 

policy, this book shows that the battle against inequality is 

not only won and lost in cities but also requires a uniquely 

public and urban response. As such, it will be of interest 

to advanced students, researchers, and policymakers 

across development economics, urban studies, and Latin 

American studies. 
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Lena Simet is a scholar, writer, and researcher interested 

in cities, urban poverty, and intra-urban inequality. She is 

currently a senior researcher and advocate on poverty 

and inequality at Human Rights Watch. She received her 

PhD from The New School and lives in New York City. 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about this event, please contact 

risac646@newschool.edu 
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