Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research (AISSR)
Postdoctoral researcher in planning and urban geography

Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences – Department of Geography,
Planning and International Development Studies
http://aissr.uva.nl/shared/uva/en/vacancies/2017/11/17-568-postdoctoral-researcher-inplanning-and-urban-geography.html?origin=FDuPFwowRK2NMxsznDuIKw

The Department of Geography, Planning and International Development Studies is one of the
seven Departments in the Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences (FMG). Research and
education are carried out by special institutes. The Amsterdam Institute for Social Science
Research (AISSR) is responsible for research in the social sciences. The College of Social Sciences
(CSS) and the Graduate School of Social Sciences (GSSS) are responsible for undergraduate and
graduate teaching programs in the social sciences.
Research and teaching in the Department of Geography, Planning and International Development
Studies is organized in four thematic programme groups: Governance and Inclusive Development
(GID), Geographies of Globalizations (GOG), Urban Geographies (UG) and Urban Planning (UP).
This position will be embedded in the programme groups Urban Geographies (UG) and Urban
Planning (UP).
The Centre for Urban Studies is one of the 20 designated Research Priority Areas at the University
of Amsterdam. It is part of the Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research within the Faculty
of Social and Behavioural Sciences. With more than 50 research staff members and an equal
number of PhD candidates, it is among the largest academic programmes of its kind worldwide.
The Centre stimulates cutting edge interdisciplinary research on urban questions, informing urban
policies and planning. It maintains close (international) relations with governmental and nongovernmental institutions through research collaborations, and curricular programs at the
undergraduate and graduate level, and facilitates PhD research, drawing upon the research and
expertise of the CUS staff.
The Centre for Urban Studies and the Department of Human Geography, Planning and
International Development Studies are currently inviting applications for a postdoctoral researcher
in Planning and Urban Geography to study how financialization practices, and debt (at household
and municipal level) affect urban redevelopment practices. The position is for 1,5 years (1,0 fte) or
2 years (0,7 fte).
The successful candidate will work as an assistant to Profs. Maria Kaika and Ewald Engelen. The
post will be held at the Department of Human Geography, Planning and International
Development Studies and the successful candidate will be affiliated with both Planning, and
Geography thematic groups.

Project description
The project aims to go beyond the dominant analysis that depicts: 1) the financial crisis as the
inevitable result of market liberalisation and finanzialisation and 2) cities as the inevitable victims
of this process.
The aim is to investigate the dialectic between housing policies and planning practices, on one
hand, and the processes of the ‘urbanization of capital’ on the other hand and the role this
dialectic played in fueling the global financial crisis and its aftermath.
It will focus on two or two case studies, (one of which will be Amsterdam) to develop an
empirically grounded longitudinal (pre and post crisis) comparative analysis of two different
institutional and economic settings in the European north and the European south.
The project will use both quantitative and qualitative methods (life stories, diaries, interviews,
archival material, debt and housing market data, etc.).
Candidates are expected to:
•
•
•
•

develop and conduct high-quality research;
provide a contribution to the development of the field through scholarly publications and
participation in national and international research networks;
prepare applications for external funding for long-term research projects to fit in the
Centre for Urban Studies;
live and work full-time in Amsterdam and be prepared to conduct brief fieldwork periods
abroad.

Requirements
The following skills are required:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

a doctoral degree in a relevant discipline by the time of appointment (spring 2018);
demonstrated ability to publish in international peer-reviewed journals;
experience with research on urban political economy, cities and financialization debt, and
financial crisis;
an excellent command of English;
some experience in funding applications;
excellent command of qualitative (incl. ethnographic) and quantitative research methods;
excellent communications skills in English;
competent in the use of social media and blogging (these will form part of the project’s
research methods and dissemination practices).

Desirable skills:
•

working knowledge of the Dutch language (related to requirement for fieldwork in
Amsterdam);

•

working knowledge of Spanish or Greek language (related to requirements for fieldwork in
the European south).

Further information
For more information about this position, please contact:
•
•

prof. E.R. (Ewald) Engelen or

prof. M. (Maria) Kaika

Appointment
A position for 38 hours a week (1,0 fte) for 1,5 years or for 26,6 hours a week (0,7 fte) for 2 years.
Depending on qualifications and experience, the gross monthly full-time salary will range
from €3,475 to €3,954 (scale 11, Collective Labour Agreement (CAO) for Dutch
Universities). Secondary benefits at Dutch universities are attractive and include 8% holiday pay
and an 8,3% end of year bonus.

Job application
Applications should include:
•
•
•
•

a letter of motivation;
a curriculum vitae;
pdfs of TWO only of the candidate’s publications in peer reviewed international journals
(single authored publications (if available) are preferable);
a future research plan in the form of a ‘mock’ funding research proposal (max. 1000
words). This should include aims and objectives, methods, gaps in the field, contribution
and innovation, and social impact of the proposed research.

All documents should be sent as a single pdf email attachment to Ms. B. Lawa. Please
mention reference number 17-568 in the subject line. The deadline for applying is 17 December
2017. Due to the Christmas holidays, receipt of your application will be confirmed in the second
week of January.
The interviews will be conducted in the first half of February 2018. #LI-DNP
No agencies please
Apply now
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